PORTABLE CONTAINMENT UNIT 


CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
[0001] This application claims the benefit of United States Provisional 
Patent Application Serial No. 60/396,419, filed July 17, 2002, the disclosure of which is fully 
incorporated herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] The present invention relates generally to food and beverage 
containment units and stands and, in particular, to a portable and easily dismantled 
containment unit or stand. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] During the warmer seasons, many people are involved in varipus 
outside activities, such as sports activities and attendance of sporting events, concerts and the 
like. As most of the activities are engaged in outside and, further, most of these 
"entertainment" activities involve foods and beverages, people typically place their food and 
beverage containers on the ground, whether in the grass, dirt, cement, etc. While many 
people have outside furniture available for use in connection with home-based activities, such 
furniture may not be available in connection with other venues, such as sporting events or 
outside concerts. Therefore, there is a need for a portable containment unit that can be easily 
disassembled, moved and reassembled at various outside locations. 

[0004] Many sports and leisure activities are able to be participated in, 
while the participant simultaneously is able to eat or drink, such as horseshoes, bocci, and 
other similar activities. Therefore, there is a need for a portable containment unit that is 
particularly adapted for use in connection with such activities. 

» 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0005] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a 
portable containment unit that overcomes the deficiencies of the prior art. It is another object 
of the present invention to provide a portable containment unit that is easily disassembled, 
moved and reassembled in various locations. It is yet another object of the present invention 
to provide a portable containment unit that is highly adaptable to many and varying ground 
surfaces. It is still another object of the present invention to provide a portable containment 
unit that is easy in its use and inexpensive in its manufacture. - 
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[0006] The present invention is directed to a portable containment unit, 
which includes a cross member and one or more support members attached to and extending 
away from the cross member. The support members support the cross member in a position 
above a ground surface, such as grass, dirt or the like. The portable containment unit also 
includes one, and typically multiple, receptacles positioned on the cross member for receiving 
one or multiple objects therein. In a preferred embodiment, the cross member includes one, 
and typically multiple, recessed portions for supporting parts or portions of objects, such as 

sports-related equipment. 

[0007] The present invention, both as to its construction and its method of 
operation, together with the additional objects and advantages thereof, will best be 
understood from the following description of exemplary embodiments when read in 
connection with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0008] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of a portable 

containment unit or stand according to the present invention; 

[0009] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of a portable 

containment unit or stand according to the present invention; and 

[0010] Fig. 3 is an exploded view of the portable containment unit of Fig. 

2. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
[0011] As illustrated in Figs. 1-3, the present invention is a portable 
containment unit or stand 10 and includes a cross member 12. One or multiple support 
members 14 are attached to and extend away from the cross member 12. This support 
member 14 or support members 14 are used to support or position the cross member 12 at a 
distance above a ground surface 16. Further, the cross member 12 includes one or more 
receptacles 18 positioned and interrelated with the cross member 12. These receptacles 18 
are able to receive one or multiple objects within them. 

[0012] A first embodiment of the portable containment unit 10 is illustrated 
in Fig. 1. As seen in Fig. 1, in this embodiment, the portable containment unit 10 includes a 
single support member 14 attached to and extending away from a bottom surface 20 of the 
cross member 12. Specifically, the support member 14 is attached to and extends away from 
a substantially central area of the cross member bottom surface 20. 
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[0013] The support member 14 includes a support member first end 22 and 
a support member second end 24. The support member first end 22 is attached to the cross 
member bottom surface 20 via an attachment mechanism 26. It is envisioned that this 
attachment mechanism 26 can be a screw, a nail, adhesive or other means for securely 
attaching the support member first end 22 to the cross member bottom surface 20. 

[0014] A positioning element 28 is located at or adjacent the support 
member second end 24. In this embodiment, the positioning element is a plate member 30. 
Further, in a preferred form, the plate member 30 is circular and has a plate member top 
surface 32 and a plate member bottom surface 34. The support member second end 24 is 
attached to the plate member top surface 32, and the plate member bottom surface 34 is 
adapted to rest upon or engage the ground surface 16. The plate member bottom surface 34 
may be substantially flat, with the plate member bottom surface 34 resting directly upon the 
ground surface 16 or, alternatively, the plate member bottom surface 34 may have some other 
engagement mechanism (not shown) for removably attaching the plate member 30 to the 
ground surface 16. For example, spikes, pointed tips, or other piercing elements could be 
used. This would ensure that the portable containment unit 10 is not easily displaced or 
"knocked over." 

[0015] In this embodiment, the cross member 12 has two receptacles 18 
associated with it. These receptacles 18 are containers, which are able to contain or hold 
various objects, such as food or beverage objects. In a preferred embodiment, each 
receptacle 18 is a cup holder 36, which is capable of holding a glass, a cup or other beverage 
container. Alternatively, the receptacle 18 is sized and shaped so that it may also accept food 
products, such as chips, pretzels, candy and the like. The receptacles 18 may be made of any 
suitable material such as plastic, metal, or wood. 

[0016] Positioned between the two receptacles 18 is a tray element 38. In a 
preferred embodiment, the tray element is a substantially flat surface, on which a user would 
rest a container, such as a bowl, cup or other food or beverage container. It is envisioned that 
this tray element 38 may also have a lip (not shown) located on the outer periphery of the tray 
element 38 for preventing objects or bowls from sliding off of the tray element 38 if the 
portable containment unit 10 is jarred or tipped. 

[0017] The portable containment unit 10 includes recessed portions 40 
within or on which portions of objects may be rested. Specifically, the recessed portions 40 
may be capable of allowing a user to rest sports equipment on or against them, such as a 
baseball bat or other object. In a preferred embodiment, the recessed portions 40 are 
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positioned on opposite sides of the cross member 12, thereby forming a tapered cross 
member end 42. This tapered cross member end 42 would be particularly adapted to 
receiving or allowing a user to hang a horseshoe on or over it. For example, the user may 
simply hook the horseshoe (not shown) over the tapered cross member end 42 or, 
alternatively, as typical horseshoes include end lips, these lips could be partially slid over and 
hung from the tapered cross member end 42. It is envisioned that, when using the portable 
containment unit 10 in connection with weighty objects, such as sports-related equipment and 
horseshoes, the plate member 30 must be sufficiently sized so that the portable containment 
unit 10 does not easily topple. 

[0018] The portable containment unit 10 may be manufactured from a 
variety of materials, such as wood, plastic, metal, composite, etc. Typically, in the interest of 
aesthetics and portability, the portable containment unit 10 would be manufactured from 
wood or plastic. 

[0019] A second embodiment of the portable containment unit 10 is 
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3. In this embodiment, the portable containment unit 10 includes 
two support members 14 attached to and extending away from opposite ends of the cross 
member bottom surface 20. Using two support members 14, the overall structural soundness 
of the portable containment unit 10 is enhanced. In using two support members 14, the 
portable containment unit 10 is not easily toppled or "knocked over." 

[0020] In this second embodiment, the positioning element 28 is a 
sharpened tip portion 44. This sharpened tip portion 44 is located on the support member 
second end 24 of each support member 14. Further, each sharpened tip portion 44 is 
constructed from a material that is able to safely and efficiently pierce or penetrate the ground 
surface 16. The sharpened tip portion 44 may be integral with the positioning element 28 
(i.e., a sharpened tip at the end of a wooden support member 14) or a structure added to the 
end of the support member 14, for example a pointed metal tip added to the end of a wooden 
support member 14. 

[0021] In order to engage the portable containment unit 10 with the ground 
surface 16, the user simply places his or her hands on the cross member 12 over the support 
members 14 and pushes downward. This movement will allow the sharpened tip portions 44 
on each of the support members 14 to pierce the ground surface 16 and, thereby, securely 
fasten the portable containment unit 10 to the ground surface 16. 

[0022] As best seen in Fig. 3, in this embodiment, the portable containment 
unit 10 includes three receptacles 18, each receptacle having a receptacle upper ridge portion 
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46 and a receptacle lower ridge portion 48. The receptacle 18 is sized and shaped such that 
the user may removably engage each receptacle 18 with a respective receptacle orifice 50, 
which extends through the cross member 12. Simply, a user need only slide each receptacle 
18 through the receptacle orifice 50 until the receptacle upper ridge portion 46 rests on a 
cross member upper surface 52. It is this receptacle upper ridge portion 46 that is sized such 
that the remainder to the receptacle 18 is easily able to pass through the receptacle orifice 50, 
while the receptacle upper ridge portion 46 must rest upon the cross member upper surface 
52. This allows for easy removal of each receptacle 18 for cleaning, maintenance and other 
purposes. 

[0023] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, in this embodiment, the attachment 
mechanism 26 is a screw 54. Screws 54 are particularly adapted to a portable containment 
unit 10 manufactured from a wood material. When the portable containment unit 10 is 
manufactured from a plastic or metal material, it may be preferable to use an adhesive or a 
soldering technique. In order to secure a support member 14 to the cross member 12, a user 
would place the support member first end 22 in the appropriate position against the cross 
member bottom surface 20, and the screw 54 would be engaged with the support member 
first end 22. 

[0024] When using screws 54, it may be preferable to provide a cross 
member 12 with cross member pilot orifices 56 and, similarly, provide each support member 
14 with a support member pilot channel 58. In order to assemble the portable containment 
unit 10, the user would align the support member pilot channel 58 with the appropriate cross 
member pilot orifice 56, and the screw 54 would be driven through the cross member pilot 
orifice 56 and into and in engagement with the support member pilot channel 58. 

[0025] Using a screw 54 as the attachment mechanism 26, as opposed to an 
adhesive or welding, the portable containment unit 10 is easily disassembled by simply 
removing the screws 54 and detaching the support members 14. This allows for enhanced 
portability of the portable containment unit 10 and, further, allows for a more flexible device. 

[0026] The receptacle lower ridge portion 48 forms a receptacle recessed 
portion 60 around the periphery of the receptacle 18. This forms a receptacle 18 structure 
that is commonly known as an aid in connection with cup holders 36. The receptacle 
recessed portion 60 is sized such that a can or bottle is more securely placed within a 
respective receptacle 18. As with most cup holders 36 in the prior art, a receptacle drain 
orifice (not shown) may be drilled through a bottom of the receptacle 18 in order to allow the 
drainage of spilled beverage, condensate and other fluid. 
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[0027] While the above-described portable containment unit 10 has been 
discussed in connection with receptacles 18 for food and beverage, it is also envisioned that 
other attachments could be utilized or packaged with the portable containment unit 10. For 
example, a heating unit for attachment to a generator or outlet, a cooling tray for keeping 
beverages cold, a large tray element 38 for placing, for example, a game board, upon the tray 
element 38, etc. 

[0028] In this manner, the present invention provides a portable 
containment unit 10, which is easily disassembled, moved and reassembled in various 
locations. The portable containment unit 10 is light and easily moved and adapted to a 
variety of ground surfaces 16. Such a portable containment unit 10 could be used at sporting 
events, concert venues and other similar outdoor events. Further, the portable containment 
unit 10 is easy in its manufacture and installation. 

[0029] This invention has been described with reference to the preferred 
embodiments. Obvious modifications and alterations will occur to others upon reading and 
understanding the preceding detailed description. It is intended that the invention be 
construed as including all such modifications and alterations. The present invention is 
defined in the appended claims and equivalents thereto. 
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